This small valley is part of a complex of
steep valleys incised into the chalk of the
North Downs at the end of the last glacial
period. Other evidence of the effects of
glaciation include the sarsen stones which
are glacial 'erratics' - stones from far away
which were dropped here by glaciers.

The valley sides and bottom are covered
in various deposits, including clay with
flints. Where chalk is near the surface
soil conditions tend to be alkaline and
neutral where the deposits are deeper.

The valley has almost certainly been
wooded since the last glaciation, but it
has also been much modified by man.
The woodland is therefore classified as
semi-natural ancient woodland.

Man's influence has included coppicing of
hornbeam, hazel and chestnut, the latter
being a species introduced to Britain by
the Romans. The valley has also contained
scattered settlements and you can still
find the masonry remnants of some of
the houses amongst the trees.
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Walderslade Woods

Hornbeam is probably the predominant
tree and is mostly represented by 'over-
stood' coppice. There are also many ash
and oak standards and a few large beech
standards (especially on the western slope
near the path down from Impton Lane).
There are many ash saplings and a

‘reasonable population of young oak,

beech and hornbeam.

The ground flora are typically dominated
by bramble, but there are drifts of bluebell
and wood anemone in the spring. You
will also find lesser celandine, toothwort
and a range of other woodland species.

You should be able to spot or hear the
woodpeckers and in the evenings if you
are lucky pipistrelle bats can be seen.

Hornbeam
leaf

The Walderslade Woodlands Group is
comprised of local residents who care
for these woods.
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